188                        SHORT STORIES

say that he wrote the letter at any one's instance.
He said that he was a traitor and was entirely
responsible for having written it. From some-
thing told by someone else Tipu suspected that
Krishnarao was involved in this affair. It is said
that, in consequence, he got him killed secretly.
Krishnarao's wife was a handsome woman. The
Sultan took her into his harem. The enquiry
established that Abbas was a traitor. It was
ordered that he should be tied to the leg of an
elephant and dragged all over the town. The
condemned man reviled the Sultan and his religion
to his heart's content. The religion into which
he had been born was, he said, a cowardly
religion. No one could be saved by a faith so
effete. That religion should be destroyed. "By
the punishment you have given me," he said,
" you are doing me no harm. I was tired of this
life, I shall die in peace. But, .Sultan, listen to
me. Your throne cannot stand. Everything
necessary to pull it down is, by God's grace,
accomplished," With a courage that astonished
lookers-on he walked to the elephant which was
to drag him over the streets of the town. He
died undaunted. The people of this place sat in
their houses and shut their doors to avoid seeing
tibia gruesome scene of the man's punishment. The